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as to supply urban populations with foodstuffs, attention
was drawn to the possibilities of river navigation. A number
of writers in the seventeenth century, among them Roberts,
Robinson, Matthew and Yarranton \ advised that rivers
should be made navigable. The example of Holland, in this
as in many other directions *, was held up for imitation, and
Petty declared that the charge of water carriage in Holland
was generally but one-fifteenth or one-twentieth part of land
carriage 3. It was predicted that navigable rivers would
open up the inland trade of the country and facilitate the
exchange of commodities, particularly grain and coal,
since the cost would be greatly cheapened. As early as
1661 a scheme for linking up with the Severn was in-
tended to enable coal to be brought cheaper to Worcester,
Gloucester ' and these lower countries' 4. The Thames ' barge
masters ' claimed that goods could be carried by river " at
two-thirds of what they now pay by land " 5. In the case
of some commodities the difference in the cost of water
transport was represented as enormous. The Ipswich
clothiers informed the Privy Council in 1639 that the carriage
of fuller's earth from Rochester to Ipswich by water was
" not above 2S. a ton, and by land £6 a ton at least " 6 ; and
in 1698 the Westmorland clothiers stated that cloth conveyed
from Kendal to London—a distance estimated by them at
only two hundred miles—cost 28s. per pack by land and
would only cost I2S. by water 7. In Kent and Sussex, owing
to the badness of the roads, the price of transporting timber
was one shilling per load for every mile ; and it frequently
happened that valuable oak, reputed the best in the kingdom
for the purposes of the royal navy, lay two or three years
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Safety in Trades Encrease (1641), 42; England's Wants: Or Several
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